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Basseterre, set against the irresistible backdrop of St. Kitts’ emerald green hills and punctuated by elegant Georgian architecture is one of the best of the Caribbean’s small capitals.

Its French name simply means “lowland,” a description that must have been scratched onto a French sea chart sometime during the late 1620s.  In the 375 ensuing years, there have been many Basseterres, for earthquakes, floods, hurricanes, fires and invasions have all swept through this modest community.  

The domed colonial building that stands right on the waterfront is a reminder of the value of these islands as sugar colonies.  It is the Treasury Building, or customs house, and through its arches passed virtually everything that arrived at or departed from St. Kitts, including until recently all visitors.

 Today Basseterre’s French heritage is not nearly as prominent as its British colonial past.  The centerpiece of the city’s evocative Georgian architecture is its Circus, a diminutive roundabout modeled in proper Victorian patriotism after Piccadilly, in London.  In the middle of the Circus stands the bright green bronze of the Berkeley Memorial Clock, an ornate, cast iron tower with four clock faces and more than a little architectural decoration.
We are very excited to be taking you to St. Kitts, January 8 – 12, 2012.  
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